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Main Street Monday!

We love this image of downtown Princeton! A lot of
our western KY Main Street communities will be in the
spotlight this summer as the attention begins to focus
on the solar eclipse! Do you have your special glasses
and reservations yet???
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https://www.facebook.com/
NationalTrustforHistoricPreservation/
videos/10156077212866102/

Go to this site and see the great new video from
the National Trust. We love that Covington and
the parklets have a starring role!

There will be no Main Street Monday the week of May 29th,
Memorial Day week. On May 30th we will be holding our
annual KHC Ida Lee Willis awards program.

Also, May 30th will be the first day for
our full-time summer intern Cameron

Sherrick. Cameron has been our co-op
student this year and is a great help to

KYMS. We are super excited to have
him and to help him prepare for his college education.

A huge THANK YOU to the Friends of Kentucky Main Street for
their financial support!! This would not have been possible
without youIII
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Great idea from Shelbyville!
Plant Container Contest

es this summer. Adding color to your business will encourage po-
tential patrons to step inside. Please join us in this promotion to help
brighten and beautify our downtown area.

TENTATIVE DATE FOR JUDGING - JUNE 3RD
Winners will be posted on the Shelby Main Street Facebook page and website: www.shelbymainstreet.com.

WHAT
Plants and planters of all shapes, sizes, and materials are acceptable. Please keep in mind, planters may not obstruct pedestrian
traffic.

WHERE
All businesses on MAIN and WASHINGTON STREETS between 3RD &11TH STREET, and NUMBERED STREETS IN BE-
TWEEN are eligible.

AWARD
The winning businesses will receive an award and photo on the Shelby Main Street Facebook page and website.

Bonnie Porter- Paintsville had some great helpers this
week. Meet The Main Street Ambassadors.

These fine young boys and girls helped plant flowers in
their downtown! What a great way to start young people
volunteering with Main Street.

Mrs. Frazier's 4th grade class planted the new planters
for the Paint Creek Park:) Wonderful bunch of kids that
did a fantastic job:) Working with the schools is a great
way to educate students and teachers about the
importance of the downtown, its history, and the built
environment. They are the future leaders and this
helps them to learn and take pride in the place they call
home. In addition, you have many sets of eyes looking
after their projects as they take a lot of pride in their
work.
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Everyone could/should have a

Main Street Ambassadors program!


https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.shelbymainstreet.com%2F&h=ATNxiHNIAeJAvz8zss28xrPolkbVwWvIrV9-RiEf5Z2yrKDoLMxqW36l0jH_BxVP-bJ_ZT8kBgJYEyqWvFklG3Hvlq2HX4g_0IS0UbQgBKzg39OLogvVGKYY1hBjP9bSXg2OB8qM&enc=AZP2_2y70JdjCEt6d5h9F774LlpPs1_AhEK9iH5EEjo4

KYMS wants to share this article with you that appeared in the Danville Advocate-Messenger. It is a great article written
by one of our newest Main Street directors, Nick Wade and his experience at the National Conference.

https://www.amnews.com/2017/05/13/placemaking-an-essential-part-of-economic-development/

‘Placemaking’ an essential part of economic development
Special to the Advocate-Messenger
By NICK WADE, Heart of Danville

The Danville-Boyle County Economic Development Partnership is in the midst of an economic development strategic
plan. The hired consultant has defined economic development as a series of strategic actions and investments made by
a jurisdiction (or group of jurisdictions) with the intent of leveraging public assets to attract private investment target-
ed toward improving the financial, fiscal and economic well-being of the community. | think this definition fits for many
communities, but | have constantly found myself asking: Where does this put the organizations that are traditionally
seen as community development?

| recently spent several days at the National Main Street Conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Being surrounded by
hundreds of Main Street directors across the country was inspiring, and also enlightening.

During the first night of the conference, we heard from Ed McMahon, a nationally known land conservator and a
proponent of the importance of place. McMahon presented a new take on economic development — one that places
community development and revitalization at the heart of economic development. According to McMahon, economic
development is the result of creating places where people want to be, better known as “placemaking.”

When you think of Danville, what do you think of? A charming downtown? Your favorite downtown store, restaurant
or event? Perhaps you think of the tree-lined streets and Constitution Square? | am no psychic, but | believe | can say
that for the majority of you, whatever popped in your head has some connection to the work we do as a Main Street
program and the sense of place you have for Danville.

Placemaking is dependent on identifying what makes us unique. There is an inherent value in distinctiveness and a
unique community image, which has a direct impact upon economic development and quality of life.

According to the National Association of Realtors, “the place is becoming more important than the product.” People
want to live and work in a place that is unique and vibrant. And uniqueness not only impacts the value of place, it also
impacts a community’s competitive advantage.

In today’s world, sameness is a minus, not a plus. If we can’t differentiate our community, then we have no competi-
tive advantage. Businesses want to relocate and expand, and entrepreneurs want to start businesses in communities
with a distinct sense of place and community image.

All across the country, Main Street programs help facilitate critical components of a community’s image; they work
toward building vibrant downtowns; and they create a positive community image. A community’s image is unique to
each community but | believe there are assets that every Main Street community has to offer:

Compact, walkable places

Historic neighborhoods are walkable neighborhoods because they were built for a community planned on people, not
automobiles. Even Danville, with our four lanes of traffic, was built for people. In historic photos of downtown, cars are

parked in the middle of the street and there were only two lanes of traffic.

Unique retail, restaurants, attractions and events.


https://www.amnews.com/2017/05/13/placemaking-an-essential-part-of-economic-development/

What screams “vibrant community” more than the locally owned and operated businesses in historic neighborhoods?
Besides businesses, community events that spotlight our distinct character and keep downtown an active place add
to the positive community image.

Historic buildings allow for mixed-use developments.

Very rarely do new construction projects plan for mixed-use developments or add to the charm of a community. The
combination of businesses on the first floor and upper story living space is a common attribute of historic buildings in
historic neighborhoods. Besides the use of space in historic buildings, the architecture and character that these
buildings bring to a community is superior to none.

With all this being said | come back to my question | asked at the beginning: Why is it that Main Street programs are
seen as community development instead of economic development? For more than 40 years, we have seen success

in downtown revitalization — and 2016 was no different.

Throughout the United States, more than $71.3 billion was reinvested in 2016, creating 131,916 new businesses and
583,757 new jobs. On average, for every S1 of public money invested, there was $39.75 of private money spent.

Furthermore, the economic impact of Main Street creates a $6.50 return to the local economy for every $S1 spent
downtown.

The heart of Main Street programs is the revitalization of downtowns through creating vibrant areas filled with
Interesting businesses. We love the work we do and when we see people enjoying the place they call home, we know

we are doing something right.

| believe that McMahon's view of placemaking as economic development will allow us to create a place that will
make people want to come downtown, stay longer, visit more frequently and spend more money.

Nick Wade is executive director of the Heart of Danville, the city’s Main Street program

Kentucky's 225 Birthday Celebration

Date: June 1, 2017

Time: 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM EDT

Website: http://www.danvillekentucky.com

- = Event Description:

On June 1, Kentucky turns 225. Please join us for a historic day of commemora-
Love Murray’s new Farmer’s Market tion and celebration in the birthplace of the Commonwealth, Danville, Ken-
tucky’s Constitution Square!
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t-shirts! The market is located in
downtown Murray! Contact Deana
Wright for more info!

YEARS OF KENTUCKY
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